
Canada US Mexico EU Level.

Member States  
may differ

UK

Australia

Current Proposed Current Proposed Current Proposed

Media Regulation: 
Online Linear  
Service

Almost entirely 
unregulated

CRTC Digital Media 
Exemption Order

To be regulated: 

“Level playing field” with 
traditional broadcasters; 
considering role and size.

Broadcasting Act as 
Amended – see Bill C-10

Unregulated Unregulated Regulation 
considered:

March 2020 proposal: 
30% local content 
quota

February 2021 
proposal: 15% local 
content quota and 
prominence

Regulated (EU based head 
office and editorial decisions). 
Includes: “Majority” 
European content quota 
and prominence; harmful 
content; ad rules

Regulated only if carried on 
a Regulated EPG, a platform 
that lists / promotes, 
and provides access to 
programmes / programme 
services. Includes “Majority” 
European content quota; 
harmful content; ad rules.

Regulated as online 
content service (limited 
regulation). Includes 
industry codes,  
standards; ad rules;  
content classification.

Not regulated as 
“broadcasting service” 
(broader regulation).

To be regulated:

“Harmonise” 
regulation between 
Internet, traditional 
broadcasters; 
considering role 
(creator / provider / 
platform).

Media  
Regulation: Online 
On-Demand 
Service

As above As above As above As above As above Regulated (EU based 
head office, editorial 
decisions). Includes:  30% 
European content quotas 
and prominence; harmful 
content; ad rules

Regulated only if UK 
based head office, editorial 
decisions. Includes: Ofcom 
fees; harmful content; ad 
rules 

As above As above

Licensing No No – but potential 
registration

No No No No Only if regulated No No

Sector-specific 
foreign ownership 
restrictions 

No No No No No No No No No

Dates to watch Fall 2021-2022:

Government to reintroduce Broadcasting Act 
amendments to regulate online services.

N/A Fourth quarter 2021:

Federal Institute of Telecommunications 
(IFT) Economic Competition Unit  
to publish study on OTT services

Fall 2021: European 
Commission calls on 9 
remaining Member States to 
implement Directive

Fall 2021-2022: Department 
for Digital, Culture, Media 
& Sport consulting on 
“audience protection 
standards” for VOD

September 2022:

Expiry of 2019 Determination excluding internet 
services from regulation as “broadcasting services”.

For more information: 

Canada:  Altering the broadcasting landscape – Canada’s Broadcasting Act to be amended

EU:  Changes to the EU Audiovisual Media Services Directive – what does it mean for the media market? 

Mexico: Mexico – Latest Legislative Developments on Video Streaming Services  
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Regulating online streaming  
services – comparing countries at a glance

https://crtc.gc.ca/eng/archive/2012/2012-409.htm
https://crtc.gc.ca/eng/archive/2012/2012-409.htm
https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-10/third-reading
http://comunicacion.senado.gob.mx/index.php/informacion/boletines/47918-avanza-en-comisiones-del-senado-reforma-en-materia-de-plataformas-digitales.html
https://infosen.senado.gob.mx/sgsp/gaceta/64/3/2021-02-16-1/assets/documentos/Inic_Morena_Sen_Monreal_Cinematografia_Audiovisual.pdf
https://infosen.senado.gob.mx/sgsp/gaceta/64/3/2021-02-16-1/assets/documentos/Inic_Morena_Sen_Monreal_Cinematografia_Audiovisual.pdf
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/general-principles-avmsd
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/general-principles-avmsd
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/general-principles-avmsd
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/general-principles-avmsd
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/manage-your-licence/tv-broadcast-licences/guidance-for-tv-broadcast-licensees/regulated-epgs
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/12942/av-media-services.pdf
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/12942/av-media-services.pdf
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/tv-radio-and-on-demand/broadcast-codes
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/general-principles-avmsd
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/general-principles-avmsd
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/general-principles-avmsd
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/general-principles-avmsd
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/190342/faq-television-on-demand-services-after-brexit.pdf
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/190342/faq-television-on-demand-services-after-brexit.pdf
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/190342/faq-television-on-demand-services-after-brexit.pdf
https://www.dentons.com/en/insights/articles/2019/march/25/changes-to-the-audiovisual-media-services-directive
https://www.dentons.com/en/insights/articles/2019/march/25/changes-to-the-audiovisual-media-services-directive
https://www.dentons.com/en/insights/articles/2019/march/25/changes-to-the-audiovisual-media-services-directive
http://www.ift.org.mx/sites/default/files/contenidogeneral/transparencia/pat2021.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_21_4612
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_21_4612
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_21_4612
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/audience-protection-standards-on-video-on-demand-services
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/audience-protection-standards-on-video-on-demand-services
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2019L01202
https://www.dentons.com/en/insights/alerts/2020/november/3/altering-the-broadcasting-landscape-canadas-broadcasting-act-to-be-amended
https://www.dentons.com/en/insights/articles/2019/march/25/changes-to-the-audiovisual-media-services-directive
https://dentons.lopez-velarde.com/en/insights/alerts/2020/march/26/mexico-latest-legislative-developments-on-video-streaming-services

